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Synopsis

The first in a new series inspired by key events in the New Testament. This book presents a
sequence of over 100 masterpieces of Christian art, each depicting the poignant and dramatic
moment when the Angel Gabriel reveals to the Virgin Mary her destiny as the Mother of God. The
images, each on a single page with a simple caption opposite, speak for themselves; together, in
their beauty and variety they form an extended meditation on a religious mystery and a human dram

that has inspired the finest artists through the ages.
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Customer Reviews

"Executed with rare intelligence."-Neil MacGregor, formerly Director of the National Gallery and
currently Director of the British Museum, London, World of Interiors "The immensely turnable pages
are peppered with bite-size, insightful... Observations."-Apollo "A stunning array of images... of
enviable tranquillity and beauty."-The Independent "All wonderfully and subtly different, these
images are an inexhaustible source of pleasure and inspiration... Rich and endlessly varied... The
human drama of the Annunciation has a universal appeal."-The Universe "This little Phaidon
series... has been executed with rare intelligence. The images (well produced) come from all over
the world, supreme masterpieces rubbing shoulders with surprising and magnificently chosen

obscurities."-Neil McGregor, Director of the British Museum, World of Interiors

The first in a new series inspired by key events in the New Testament. This book presents a

sequence of over 100 masterpieces of Christian art, each depicting the poignant and dramatic



moment when the Angel Gabriel reveals to the Virgin Mary her destiny as the Mother of God. The
images, each on a single page with a simple caption opposite, speak for themselves; together, in
their beauty and variety they form an extended meditation on a religious mystery and a human dram

that has inspired the finest artists through the ages. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

This is a beauty of a book, small by comparison to so many art books, yet containing at each turn a
full-page print of the angelic Annunciation to Mary that she would be the Mother of God. Each print
is identified by title, artist if known, date, and location. There is no further text.l have been intrigued
by art of the Annunciation and had recently heard a lecture on the subject. Some of us at that
lecture wondered if there were examples of the Annunciation earlier than the 12th century. This
book answers that question with very early mosaics, including one from Santa Maria Maggiore in
Rome from the 5th century. Even this early, the iconography has become established: the overhead
dove, representing the Holy Spirit impregnating Mary; the angel with his hand held up in salutation
to Mary; and Mary’s gesture of acceptance.There are perhaps 50 examples through the ages, in
chronological order, but surprising are some of the modern ones, such as that by Andy Warhol--who
uses in his own way, the usual iconograph to portray this subject.My copy was stamped "not in mint
condition" which was a surprise, especially as it seemed mint enough to me. But as a gift, that was a

downside. For the reasonable price of this Phaedon book, this is a real gem. Rosemary Lunardini

Wonderful book of all the best Christian art to support the creeds. This is a great series of small

volumes with much to say and show.

| purchased this book after recomendation by a friend who knows much more about religious art
than | do. She has written a personal review of the artistic works in this volume, as well as the works
in a companion volume, LAST SUPPER [Art]

This is a marvelous little book, good for the soul. This copy was my second one to purchase and

was used for gift-giving. The recipient was well pleased.

This entire of collection of four books (Annunciation, Last Supper, Crucifixion, Descent) will be a
treasure to all those who love great art and especially those attracted to religious art. Each book is
beautifully bound in its own brilliant metallic color: gold, silver, bronze and copper. The unique size

and color of the books make this set aesthetically pleasing. It is a wonderful collection to display on



any shelf. The prints, more than 100 in each book, are of superb quality. Phaidon, the publisher, is
recognized for excellence and elegance in all their printing. There is scant text; each book has a
New Testament scriptural preface, then a brief caption accompanies each image.As the titles
project, a central event in Christ’s life is elucidated by the world’s best artistic masters; each brings
their own commentary to the selected Christological theme. Most enjoyable, and educational, is the
progression through time, starting with early art pieces and finishing with contemporary masters:
Salvador Dali, Andy Warhol and Craigie Aitchison to mention just a few. From beginning to end,
each book is a wonderful journey through time.In "Annunciation," a book more about Mary than her
son, each artist strives to capture this phenomenal encounter; a meeting unlike any other recorded
in history. The Apostle Luke wrote; "the Angel Gabriel was sent from God... and he came to her and
said..." Each photo plate vividly shows through form, color and light this astonishing angelic
address. The progression of art shows how Mary’s image has changed over the last two
millenniums. This is a wonderful book, in a fantastic collection, at a very reasonable price. Highly

recommended

This is a lovely little book of pictures of paintings and frescos of The Annunciation. The quality of the
prints is good. It makes a nice little gift for someone who is interested in this subject. | gave it to a
friend of mine who gave a tour at an art museum on What Child is This? during the Christmas

season. She loved the book as did | so | bought another for myself.
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